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COMPOSTING
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Alternate layers — 3 parts Browns to 1 part Green. Make sure the top layer is Browns.
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Organic Residue
First Level Consumers

D
\_/

Snails Worms Fungi
Brown Layer (e.g., dry leaves)

Second Level Consumers

Roundworms WIES Springtails

Third Level Consumers

Rove Beetles Ants Centipedes
Brown Layer (e.g., garden soil, compost)
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WHAT NOT TO COMPOST
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Plastic Wrap
Poultry
Dairy Products

Wood Shavings (from
painted or treated wood)

Coated Paper
Evergreen Leaves

8 Meat or Bones
8 Oily Foods

8 Plastic Bags
8

Sawdust (from painted
or treated wood)

Fish
Grease/Cooking Oill
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HOW IT WORKS

Microorganisms in the soil eat the organic
waste, break it down into its simplest parts and
produce a valuable product with economic and
HQYLURQPHQWDO EHQH4WYV

Pictured above are common organisms (or
consumers) you may see in your compost bin.
Adding worms to speed the decomposition

process is known as vermicomposting.

scdhec.gov/compost
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